He was readmitted at the chronological age of 4.5 months with irritability, fever, and swelling over the shunt site. He was suspected of having a shunt infection and was treated with intravenous cefotaxime and flucloxacillin. After 24 hours in hospital the nursing staff noticed, while changing his nappy, extrusion of the shunt per rectum.
He was immediately transferred to the neighbouring neurosurgical unit who were somewhat peeved that we had not put a 'clip' on the free end-it had disappeared back up into the abdominal cavity. He grew Escherichia coli from the cerebrospinal fluid and 
